William S. “Bill” Yeager

A Life of Service and I.eadership

12 Sep 1906 - 01 Dec 1998

William Sherman Yeager was born September 12, 1906 in Albany, N.Y., one of
the six children of Mary Kelly and George Edward Yeager. He graduated from
Westfield High School, Westfield, N.J., and attended Rutgers University.

In 1927, he joined Western Electric Company where he remained his entire
career. As a young man, he was named the Director of Labor Relations and then
the Director of Industrial Defense Planning. In 1957, he became the Assistant
Works Manager in North Andover, Mass. In 1959, he was named General
Personnel Director for the company. In 1960 he was named General Manager of
the North Carolina Works of the Western Electric Co., a position he held until
his retirement in 1967.

While living in Winston-Salem, he devoted his considerable energy to
community service. He was President of the Greater Winston-Salem Chamber
of Commerce. He served on the Board of Directors of Wachovia Bank, Triad
Life Insurance Co., Goodwill Industries, Junior Achievement, Winston-Salem
Rotary Club, and Forsyth Country Club. He was a member of the Board of
Visitors of Wake Forest University. He served as Vice President of the Northwest North Carolina Development
Association. He was President of the Old Hickory Council of Boy Scouts from which he received the Silver
Beaver Award. He was a United Way Campaign Chairman and a member of St. Leo’s Catholic Church. His
favorite leisure pursuits were golf, boating, ice-skating and skiing.
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Yeager Elected Head
Of Boy Scout Couneil

William 8. Yeager, retiring
general manager of the North
Carolina Works of Western Elec-
tric Co., was named president of
the Old Hickory Council of the
Boy Scouts of America last
night,

Yeager, 60, requested early
retirement from Western Elec-
tric and has said he plans to
remain ‘“‘a very active resident
of Winston-Salem.’”’ He has indi-

cated that he plans to work in
voluntary community activities..|

Yeager said yesterday that
the presidency of the local Scout |
council is one such activity, By |
retiring, he said, he will have |
more time to devote to volun-|
teer work,

Yeéager praised the scouting
movement as a character build- |
er. He said he has no precon-
ceived notions about how to
make improvements, but he is |
sure improvements, can be
made. |

Yeager served as a scoutmas-
ter before he moved to Winston-
Salem in 1960. He also has
worked with vouth in the Junior
Achievement program and the
Northwest North Carolina Devel-
opment Association,

WILLIAM
YEAGER

« » « retiring
from WE ...

He is a past president of the

| Greater Winston-Salem Cham-

ber of Commerce and a past
member of the Mayor’'s Biracial
Goodwill Committee.

Other officers elected by the
Council are Robert C. Vaughn
Jr.,, a lawyer, and M. Henry
Garrity, director of development
and alumni affairs for Wake
Forest College, vice presidents:
Roy Hinshaw, an accountant
with Western Electric, commis-
sioner; and Rodney E. Austin,
personnel manager of R. J.
Reynolds Tobacco Co., treas-
urer.

Winston-Salem Journal, March 10, 1967
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Retired Engineer Returns to Scouting ‘
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Keep Up With Times,
Scout Leaders Urged

The president of the Boy
Scouts of America said here
last night that scouting pro-
grams must keep up with the
times if tomorrow’s leaders are
to have the qualities that they
will need to meet the demands
of the future.

Irving J. Feist of New York
City, who has been active in
scouting for 50 years, told Scout
leaders at the 50th anniversary
dinner of the Old Hickory
Council that the Scout programs
of the ’30s, '40s and '50s are
not adequate for youngsters
today.

He urged them to listen to
what young people say and to
try to adapt their programs to
meet the needs of today and
tomorrow.

“We at the national level
want to try to keep our pro-
grams current. We want to be
‘with it ** Feist said,

He said that this does not
mean that scouting should
include ‘“‘guerrilla warfare or

the 'techniques of street fight-
ing,"

By Jim Shertzer
Staff Reporter

But scouting must find new
ways to reach the goals of
physical, mental and spiritual
development for the young that
its programs have always held,
he said.

Feist said that the Boy Scout
program is doing all it can to
reach more boys of all
backgrounds and to attract new
adult leaders.

He explained the goals of the
‘‘Boypower ’76" program. By
the end of 1976, national Scout
leaders hope to have a third
of all boys in America involved
in scouting programs,

Feist said there is no
generation gap between adults
and young people in scouting.
The success of Scout programs
shows that the young and the
old involved in them know and
understand each other, he gaid.

Before Feist’s speech, the Old
Hickory Council presented
Silver Beaver awards to four
men who have been active in
scouting for many years — D.
S. Hartsfield, vocational
instructor at Atkins High School
here; Arthur M. “Buster’” Bush,

a recreation director at North
Wilkesboro; Cal A, Smith,
manager of Larsen’s Depart-
ment Store here; and William
S. Yeager of Winston-Salem,
retired general manager of the
North Carolina works of the
Western. Eleetric Co,

Yeager, who has been
president of the Ol Hickory
Councll for three years, was

succeeded last night by Henry
C. Allen.

Other new officers installed
last night are Herbert J.
Caudle, John C. Clark, D.
Vernon Deal, Frank Joffrion,
John McKenzie and Arthur
Spaugh Jr., vice precidents;
and Thomas E. Capps,
treasurer,

The dinner, attended by about
400, t:“ iﬁ lg:eﬁ- caf%teria of the
Western ic Co. building
on Reynolda Road.

Winston-Salem Journal, Nov 19, 1969
eager-silver/191376283/
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Staff Photo By. FnaMK JONES.
Wernher von Braun, Henry Mickey and William S. Yeager at annual meeting.
of local Chanber of Commerce.

Winston-Salem Journal, Dec. 9, 1965

Werner Von Braun was invited by the Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce to give a speech. William S.
Yeager was the presiding President of the Chamber of Commerce.
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Staff Photo by Tom Wood
TRANSITION—William S. Yeager observes an activity
resulting from Lexington Road plant’s transition from
defense to telephone production. Mrs. Hazel Coffey is
engaged in final assembly of multiplex bay, which makes

possible 1,800 simultaneous telephone conversations on
one microwave channel or one pair of cables.

Staff Photo by Tom Wood
Winston-Salem Journal, Mar. 12, 1967
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Community leaders (left to right) M. C. Benton, William S. Yeager and Dale H. Gramley
with All-America City flag.

Winston-Salem Journal, April 10, 1965
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Staff Photo
WITNESSING the ribbon-cutting for the new Sher- liam H. Kirk Jr., William S. Yeager, Miss Jane Carter,
wood Office of Wachovia Bank and Trust Co. were  the Rev. Ray W. Benfield, Meade H. Willis Jr. and
(left to right) Smith W. Bagley, Mrs. Ruth Cox, Wil- his daughter, Linda.
liam H. Kirk Jr., William S. Yeager, Miss Jane Carter, Staff Photo

Winston-Salem Journal, May 4, 1964
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Staft Photo by Howard

Chamber of Commerce officers are (from left) John D. Baldridge Jr., William S. Yeager, Thomas H.
and J. Harry Mann. Richard B. Port (far right) is outgoing president.

Winston-Salem Journal, Feb. 23, 1963
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Staff Photo

John F. Watlington Jr., W. Frank Clingman Jr., Dause L. Bibby and William
S. Yeager.

Winston-Salem Journal, Nov. 6, 1964
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SALEM
CA CcITY

W INGTON
ALL AMER!

Gov. Dan K. Moore speaks while (left to right) Mayor M. C. Benton, William S. Yeager, Chamber
of Commerce president, and Jean Herrick of Look magazine look on.

Winston-Salem Journal, April 24, 1965
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Staff Photo by Frank Jones



https://www.newspapers.com/article/winston-salem-journal-bill-yeager-with-g/190619190/

Staftf Photo

INSPECTING a model of a civil de- J. Donald McBride, William L. Line-

fense fallout shelter are (left to right) I}){ack, William S. Yeager and Hamilton
owe.

Winston-Salem Journal, Sept. 12, 1960
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