
William S. “Bill” Yeager
A Life of Service and Leadership

12 Sep 1906 - 01 Dec 1998

William Sherman Yeager was born September 12, 1906 in Albany, N.Y., one of
the six children of Mary Kelly and George Edward Yeager. He graduated from
Westfield High School, Westfield, N.J., and attended Rutgers University.

In 1927, he joined Western Electric Company where he remained his entire
career. As a young man, he was named the Director of Labor Relations and then
the Director of Industrial Defense Planning. In 1957, he became the Assistant
Works Manager in North Andover, Mass. In 1959, he was named General
Personnel Director for the company. In 1960 he was named General Manager of
the North Carolina Works of the Western Electric Co., a position he held until
his retirement in 1967.

While living in Winston-Salem, he devoted his considerable energy to
community service. He was President of the Greater Winston-Salem Chamber
of Commerce. He served on the Board of Directors of Wachovia Bank, Triad
Life Insurance Co., Goodwill Industries, Junior Achievement, Winston-Salem
Rotary Club, and Forsyth Country Club. He was a member of the Board of
Visitors of Wake Forest University. He served as Vice President of the Northwest North Carolina Development 
Association. He was President of the Old Hickory Council of Boy Scouts from which he received the Silver 
Beaver Award. He was a United Way Campaign Chairman and a member of St. Leo’s Catholic Church.  His 
favorite leisure pursuits were golf, boating, ice-skating and skiing. 
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Winston-Salem Journal, Dec. 9, 1965
Werner Von Braun was invited by the  Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce to  give a speech.  William S.

Yeager was the presiding President of the Chamber of Commerce.
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Winston-Salem Journal, April 10, 1965
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Winston-Salem Journal, Feb. 23, 1963
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Winston-Salem Journal, Nov. 6, 1964
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Winston-Salem Journal, April 24, 1965
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Winston-Salem Journal, Sept. 12, 1960
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