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28 Sep 1917 - 28 Nov 2002

Morton Leo London was born on September 28, 1917, in Manhattan, New York, to Jacob 
and Gizzie Herman London, both immigrants—his father from Russia and his mother 
from Hungary. The London family epitomized the American Dream, building a 
successful textile business, the London Yarn Company, in West New York, New Jersey. 
Following Jacob’s untimely death in 1942, Gizzie took over the company, which Morton 
later led as Treasurer from 1946 to 1970 and as President from 1970 until his retirement 
in 1999. He also served as President of Randimor Textile Co. and as Treasurer of the 
Schiffli Yarn Merchants Credit Association.

Beyond his business success, London was a dedicated public servant and military 
veteran. From 1941 to 1946, he served as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Field 
Artillery during World War II, fighting in both the Pacific and European theaters, 
including Guadalcanal and France. His commitment to his fellow veterans extended well 
beyond his time in uniform. He was deeply involved in the Jewish War Veterans (JWV), 
serving as the organization's Permanent Observer at the United Nations from 1961 to 
1962 and as its National Commander from 1963 to 1964. In this capacity, he met with 
President John F. Kennedy in the Oval Office on July 25, 1963, where he expressed his 
deep concerns regarding anti-Semitism, particularly the U.S. stance on anti-Semitism in 
Russia. London was a staunch advocate against anti-Semitism and worked tirelessly to 
address discrimination both domestically and abroad. 

He was a dedicated community servant, actively involved in numerous boards and 
committees. A lifetime trustee of the Teaneck Jewish Center, he also had the honor of 
serving as the Grand Marshal of the West New York Memorial Day Parade in 1962.

Academically accomplished, London earned a bachelor’s degree from Brooklyn College 
and a law degree from St. Lawrence University. His intellect, leadership, and passion for 
service left a lasting impact on his community and beyond.

Morton Leo London passed away on November 26, 2002, at the age of 85 in West New 
York, New Jersey. His life was one of dedication—to his country, his faith, his 
community, and his family.
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